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Module  6:  On  the  Funny  Side 
Section  1:  Humorous  Stories 

In  Section  1 students  will  study  two  humorous  stories.  They  will  continue  to  improve  their  reading,  writing, 
speaking,  listening,  viewing,  and  representing  skills. 

• In  Lesson  1 students  will  listen  to  and  read  “The  Hockey  Sweater.”  They  will  explore  irony.  They  will  also 
examine  the  use  of  semicolons. 

• In  Lesson  2 students  will  read  “Introducing  Norbert.”  They  will  discuss  science  fiction  and  parody.  They 
will  also  consider  the  use  of  serial  commas. 

Section  2:  Comedy  Sketches 

In  Section  2 students  will  look  at  comedy  sketches  and  study  techniques  used  by  solo  comedians,  comedy 
teams,  and  mimes,  clowns,  and  actors  involved  in  improvisational  comedy. 

• In  Lesson  1 students  will  explore  standmp  comedy  and  jokes.  Students  will  need  access  to  a tape 
recorder  or  some  other  method  of  recording  two  presentations. 

The  first  presentation  is  an  oral  reading  of  a comedy  sketch. 

The  second  of  these  presentations  involves  telling  jokes.  For  this  presentation  students  will  need  access 
to  joke  books  or  a website  with  jokes  that  are  suitable  for  this  age  level.  Any  school  or  public  library 
should  offer  a selection  of  age-appropriate  joke  books. 

Following  are  two  websites  that  appear  to  have  clean  jokes  suitable  for  junior-high  students: 

http://www.ahajokes.com/kids_jokes.html 

http://www.kidsjokes.co.uk/ 

You  are  advised  to  preview  the  books  and  websites  for  suitability  of  jokes  and  for  links  that  might  turn 
up  on  the  websites. 

• In  Lesson  2 students  will  look  closely  at  comedy  teams.  Students  will  also  discuss  stereotyped  images. 

• In  Lesson  3 students  will  investigate  improvisational  comedy.  They  will  improvise  both  visual  and  verbal 
sketches.  You  may  wish  to  observe  some  of  these  sketches  and  provide  feedback. 

Remind  your  student  to  contact  the  teacher  if  there  are  any  concerns  about  the  assignments.  Feedback  is 
important  for  the  learning  process.  Although  assessment  helps  measure  progress,  feedback  often  offers 
strategies  for  improvement  before  the  next  assignment. 
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Home  Instructor:  Keep  this  sheet  when  it  is  returned  to  you  as  a record  of  the  student’s  progress. 


INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 


When  you  arc  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  Assignment  Booklet  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet, 
please  check  the  following: 

• Arc  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  Assignment  Booklets.  Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Put  your  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope  and  take  it  to  the  post  office  and  have  it  weighed.  Attach 
sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope. 

FAXING 

1 . Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  Assignment  Booklet  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  You 
also  may  be  required  to  e-mail  some  of  your  assignments.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  6A 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  7:  MODULE  6 
SECTION  1 ASSIGNMENT  AND  SECTION  2 ASSIGNMENT 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  47  marks  out  of  the  total  100  marks  for  the 
assignments  in  Module  6.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated 
in  the  left  margin. 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the 
appropriate  places.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  an  assignment,  go  back  to  your 
Student  Module  Booklet  and  review  the  appropriate  lesson.  Be  sure  to  proofread 
your  answers  carefully  before  submitting  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

You  can  use  a computer  and  word-processing  program  for  many  of  these 
assignments.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  you  attach  a printed  copy  that  has 
been  proofread  and  is  readable.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment 
number  on  each  page. 


Section  1 Assignment:  Humorous  Stories 

1 . In  Section  1 : Lesson  I you  read  the  short  story  “The  Hockey  Sweater,”  which  is 
based  on  a real  childhood  memory  of  the  author’s.  In  this  lesson  you  did  some 
preparation  for  a story  based  on  your  own  childhood  experiences.  Write,  edit, 
and  revise  your  story  and  copy  the  final  draft  in  the  space  provided. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• There  is  a strong  sense  of  the  significance  of  the  event  or  person 
remembered. 

• The  characters,  settings,  and  events  are  strongly  developed  and 
work  together  to  enhance  the  significance  of  the  event. 

6 marks 

Matters  of  Choice  and  Correctness 

• The  memoir  has  correct  spelling,  punctuation,  capitalization,  and 
sentence  structure. 

4 marks 
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When  you  have  completed  question  1,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  12  in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

2.  In  Section  1 : Lesson  2 you  read  “Introducing  Norbert.”  In  this  story  Norbert 
makes  various  outrageous  claims  about  the  planet  Jupiter.  Following  are  two 
examples: 

• On  Jupiter  everyone  drinks  cocoa.  It’s  their  national  drink. 

• There  are  beaches  on  Hyperion,  with  fountains  of  cocoa  and  bright  warm 
sun  every  day  except  Thursday,  when  Ganymede  gets  in  the  way. 

Pretend  you  are  Norbert  and  write  a humorous  radio  advertisement  selling  trips 
to  Jupiter.  Spoof  the  style  of  travel  ads  you  have  heard  on  the  radio. 
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Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  imaginative  and  humorous. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• Audience,  format,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

5 marks 
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3.  In  Section  1 : Lessons  1 and  2 you  reviewed  how  to  use  commas  and 
semicolons. 

Correctly  punctuate  the  following  paragraph: 

Katia  Taryn  and  Ji-Koo  enjoy  good  friends  creative  crafts  and  yummy 

cookies.  They  make  greeting  cards  on  the  computer  they  make  art  from 

leaves  twigs  and  stones.  The  girls  bake  cookies  with  ingredients  such  as 

raisins  chocolate  chips  peanut  butter  or  toffee  bits. 

When  you  have  completed  question  3,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  20  in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 


Section  2 Assignment:  Comedy  Sketches 

1.  In  Section  2:  Lesson  1 you  explored  some  stand-up  comedy. 

Choose  either  “They  Just  Don’t  Get  It”  or  the  first  two  paragraphs  of  “Fire 
and  Bad  Clothes”  and  perform  your  choice  as  a stand-up  sketch.  Record  your 
performance  and  submit  it  with  Assignment  Booklet  6A.  Clearly  label  your 
recording  with  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  1 

Presentation 

• The  student  has  spoken  clearly,  using  appropriate  emphasis  and 
expression. 

• Volume,  pacing,  and  pitch  are  suitably  controlled. 

5 marks 
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2.  Perform  a short  stand-up  routine  in  which  you  string  together  three  or 
four  jokes.  Make  sure  the  jokes  are  clean  and  not  offensive.  Record  your 
performance  and  submit  it  with  Assignment  Booklet  6A.  Remember  to  label 
your  recording  with  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  number. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  2 

Thought  and  Organization 

• The  jokes  were  chosen  and  organized  in  a logical  way  to  create 
the  maximum  humour. 

2 marks 

Presentation 

• The  student  has  spoken  clearly,  using  appropriate  emphasis  and 
expression. 

• Volume,  pacing,  and  pitch  are  suitably  controlled. 

5 marks 

When  you  have  completed  question  2,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  3 1 in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

3.  In  Section  2:  Lesson  2 you  explored  comedy  teams  and  read  “Red’s  Mail  Call.” 
Explain  how  the  concepts  of  the  comic  and  the  foil  are  used  effectively  in  this 
sketch. 
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4.  In  Section  2:  Lesson  2 you  explored  stereotypes. 

“Red’s  Mail  Call”  exposed  Red’s  stereotyped  image  of  RCMP  officers.  Some 
of  Red’s  ideas  may  have  come  from  the  way  that  RCMP  officers  are  portrayed 
on  television  and  in  the  movies.  The  stereotypical  image  of  RCMP  officers  is 
that  they  are  good-looking  men  who  work  on  exciting  assignments  and  usually 
arrest  criminals.  In  real  life  they  may  be  average-looking  men  and  women  who 
often  perform  routine  duties  and  who  are  not  able  to  solve  all  their  cases. 


Choose  two  other  professions,  and  then  fill  in  the  following  chart. 


Profession 

Stereotypical  Image 

Real  life 

When  you  have  completed  question  4,  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  35  in 
the  Student  Module  Booklet. 
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• How  did  the  driver  indicate  the  actions  of  steering,  turning  a corner, 
signalling,  or  slamming  on  the  brakes?  How  did  the  driver  add  humour 
to  the  sketch? 


5.  In  Section  2:  Lesson  3 you  explored  improvisational  comedy.  In  one  of  the 
exercises  in  this  lesson  you  worked  with  a partner  to  improvise  a visual, 
wordless  sketch  in  which  a driver  and  a passenger  travel  in  a car  over  a rough 
and  winding  road.  Explain  your  sketch  by  answering  the  following  questions: 


• Were  the  passenger’s  body  movements  synchronized  with  the  driver’s 
during  turns  or  sudden  stops?  How  did  the  passenger  add  humour  to  the 
sketch? 
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6.  In  Section  2:  Lesson  3 you  improvised  the  conversation  between  two  people 
in  a particular  situation.  For  example,  you  may  have  role-played  a parent  and 
teenager  having  a talk  or  two  strangers  stuck  in  an  elevator.  You  interjected 
some  humour  into  the  situation. 

Now  use  your  improvised  skit  to  write  a short,  scripted  comedy  sketch. 


Assessment  Criteria  for  Question  6 

Ideas  and  Impressions 

• The  ideas  are  imaginative  and  humorous. 

• Supporting  details  are  appropriate  and  relevant. 

• Audience,  format,  and  purpose  have  been  considered. 

5 marks 
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When  you  have  completed  question  6,  submit  Assignment  Booklet  6A  for 
assessment.  Then  continue  where  you  left  off  on  page  41  in  the  Student  Module 
Booklet. 


ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  DECLARATIONS 


The  school  you  are  registered  with  may  require  you  to  submit  this  signed  form  with  your  Assignment  Booklet. 

The  Student's  Declaration  is  to  be  signed  by  the  student.  If  the  student  is  under  16,  the  Supervisor’s  Declaration 
may  need  to  be  signed  by  the  supervisor,  who  is  usually  a home  instructor,  teacher,  or  home-schooling 
coordinator.  Failure  to  complete  this  page  may  invalidate  the  assignment  results.  Please  contact  your  school  and 
ask  if  this  completed  form  is  required. 


STUDENT'S  DECLARATION 

• I have  followed  the  instructions  outlined  in  the  Student  Module  Booklet. 

• I have  completed  the  activities  to  prepare  myself  for  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet. 

• I completed  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  by  myself 


Student’s  Signature 


SUPERVISOR'S  DECLARATION 

I hereby  certify  that  I have  supervised  the  learning  activities  completed  by 

Student’s  Name 

I also  certify  that  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  the  assignments  in  this  Assignment  Booklet  were  completed 
independently  by  this  student. 


Supervisor’s  Signature 


If  you,  the  student  or  supervisor,  have  any  comments  or  observations  regarding  this  module,  write  them  in  the 
following  space. 


